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Sydney's planning storm is building to a tempest
SMH June 25 2016
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Media Releases

PIA opinion article in response to “Sydney will
be unrecognisable now that the planners have
gone”

“Elizabeth Farrelly SMH 26 May 2016) raises some good
points on some of the recent major projects in Sydney.
However, we would like to assure your readers that the
planners are alive and well, and still have their passion!

“As the professional body representing the planning
profession, the Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) takes
exception to the suggestion that planners have left the
room...”



“The planners haven't left the room; they're in the room -
with the developers...”

Prof. of Urban Planning History Karl Fischer 2016
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oparaphrase Mark
Twain, recent reports of
thedeath of Sydney are
greatly exaggerated.In
fact,if there is a demise we must
lament, it is the absence of pro-
gressive voices in the Emerald City
willing to offer solutions to the im-
portant debate on Sydney’s future.

Inagrowing trend, reactionar-
ies are raising their voices in our
town, yearning longingly for a by-
gone era. A stick-your-head-in-the-
sand style attitude is their pre-
ferred approach - ostensibly a
Carr-esque “Sydney is full” argu-
ment coupled with a new-must-
equal-bad undertone.

‘We must plan for an extra mil-
lion people who will call Sydney
home over the next 10 years.
Change is coming and our only op-
tionis to decide how to shape and
couple it with progress that makes
people’slives better. We must be
guardians of the elements of our
city that we love the most - the
naturally beautiful surroundings,
the clean, green and safe city we
enjoy today.

Evidently, for a community not
accustomed to new government
projects for 20 years now - save for
the construction of some sporting
facilities at Olympic Park - it can be
uncomfortable dealing with the
disruption caused by the need to
retro-fit the infrastructure Sydney
needs into existing communities.

Yes, there has been bad planning
in Sydney - the neglect of our lead-
ersin the past who thought it too
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The city is waltlng for change

Rob
Stokes

hard or at best too costly to sup-
port our burgeoning population
with new public transport, roads,
hospitals and green space.

Some say that as we age change
can be harder to accept. While that
is aninaccurate assumption to
place on most Sydneysiders, it is
those of an older ilk who will re-
member a city dominated by
trams. A light-rail system that
some argue was the most extensive
inthe world at the time - ripped up
and concreted over more than
50 years ago. Today, the inner-
Sydney suburbs serviced by this
long-gone system are some of the
most sought-after.

In an about-turn, millennials
have flocked to these denser neigh-
bourhoods, where it is more likely
their grandparents resided than
their suburbia-dwelling Baby-
Boomer parents. They love the
convenience, the vibrancy and the
lifestyle these environs offer.

The County of Cumberland plan-
ning scheme, which mapped out
Sydney in 1948, is often touted by
contemporary planners as an ex-
emplar of city plan-making. It iden-
tified our commercial hubs- the
CBD, Parramatta, Liverpool,
North Sydney, Hurstville, Bondi
Junction, Bankstown, Ryde and

others that are still the centres of
our poly-centric city today. It dis-
tinguished locations of present and
future roads, railways, green cor-
ridors and recreation spaces.
There's only one problem. Since
this time there have been 16 premi-
ers. Yet there are projectsidenti-
fied in 1948 that we are only build-
ing today. No wonder thereisa
level of disruption being felt by
communities across our city - we
are decades behind in our delivery.
If you study the plan, you will see
the route for the Westconnex pro-
ject working its way through
St Petersin a mirror image of the
road being constructed today. In
the north you can see aspacere-
served for a hospital at Frenchs
Forest - again, only today being
constructed. And therein bright
lightsis the tram network - today
being rebuilt along Anzac Parade.
It's very easy to look back and
wish we'd never ripped up our
light-rail network, hadn't banned
terrace housing for a 50-year peri-
od - creating an undersupply of this
increasingly favoured dwelling
type, or hadn't rested on our
laurels for a dozen years after the
Sydney Olympic Games, resulting
in, well, not much happening at all.
In cities, change is the norm. We
should be more alarmed when
changeisn't happening than when
itis. The important challenge is to
shape the change we want to see.

Rob Stokes is the NSW Minister for
Planning.
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INTERGENERATIONAL JUSTICE: GIVE THE KIDS A SAY

“In the future, will we all be stuck in tiny apartments with no outside space?” This was the opening question to me in a recent

interview with a group of primary school children. No, | said, slightly taken aback. Grim apartments aren’t the only option. We

have a choice. Carefully | painted a picture of the middle way - delightful apartments with rooms and corridors, big windows
and balconies, fresh air, sunshine and courtyards.
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